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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 25th October 2026 
 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: 
 

Fr Richard Elson VF richard.elson@cliftondiocese.com 
 

01225 752152 

Parish Deacon: 
 

Rev Kwame Adoku kwame.adoku@cliftondiocese.com  
 

 

Parish  

Administrator: 

Eve Hunneyball trowbridge.stjohnthebaptist@cliftondiocese.com 

bradford-on-avon.stthomasmore@cliftondiocese.com 
 

01225 698791 

  Working hours: Tue 9-11am 

Wed, Thurs, Fri 9am-3pm 
 

 

Parish Centre 

Administrator: 
 

Rebecca Nesbitt enquiries.sjpc@cliftondiocese.com 01225 767215 

Parish            

Safeguarding 

Representative: 

Martin Micenec PSR1.trowbridge.stjohnthebaptist@cliftondiocese.com 

 

Parish website: www.stjohnthebaptisttrowbridge.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

This Week’s Mass Times 
 

 

Sat 24th Oct 4pm St Thomas More’s Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) People of the Parish 

 6pm  St John’s  Mary McDonald (RIP) 

Sun 25th Oct 9am  St Bernadette’s  Josie & Patrick Byrne  

and Mary Sawyer (RIP) 

 10.30am St John’s  Special Intention 

Mon 26th Oct 11.30am St John’s Mass for Giving Thanks to God Canon Liam O'Driscoll 

Tues 27th Oct 6pm St John’s Weekday in Ordinary Time James Cadell 

Wed 28th Oct 9am St Thomas More’s Feast of Saints Simon and Jude Private Intention 

Thurs 29th Oct 10am St Bernadette’s Weekday in Ordinary Time Special Intention 

Fri 30th Oct 9am St John’s Weekday in Ordinary Time Mary Callaghan (RIP) 

Sat 31st Oct 4pm St Thomas More’s Solemnity of All Saints (A) William Joseph Mortimer (RIP) 

 6pm  St John’s  Mary Berridge (RIP) 
     

 

 

 
 

 

Confessions 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

Adoration 
   

Sat 10.00-10.30am St John’s 
 

 

Thurs 9.30am-10.30am St John’s 

Sat  3.30-3.50pm St Thomas More’s    

Sat 5.30-5.50pm St John’s  
Thurs 9.30-9.50am St Bernadette’s    

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
 

When you look at something like the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and see its 720 pages, or look at the 2,330 pages 

of the Catholic Study Bible, you can be forgiven for thinking that Christianity is a complicated affair. But Jesus reminds us 

today that it is essentially very simple: everything can be summed up in two basic rules: love God, love your neighbour. 

Exodus backs this up, by talking about the simple love that we must show to each other. Not that this is easy - love is 

always costly, and involves some degree of sacrifice. We will have to change, to become perfect in love; but it is possible, 

and when we do, like the people of Thessalonica, we become a great example to people everywhere.  
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FIRE MARSHALL TRAINING 
We need volunteers from all churches who would be willing to be Fire 

Marshalls for Masses. This is especially important if there was a need 
to evacuate the building. We have a free training session booked for 

next Friday 6th November from 9am in the Parish Centre. We have 
not had anyone come forward yet and we need at least one person 

from each Mass. It would not be an onerous task but is essential to 
ensure the safety of all parishioners in the event of an evacuation and 

is not a role that requires any dedicated hours. If you can spare a few 
hours, please contact Eve.  
 

END OF BRITISH SUMMER TIME – 25th OCT 

Please note that clocks go back one hour this weekend 
 

FOOD BANK ST JOHNS- THIS WEEKEND 
The next collection at St John’s will be this weekend- the 24th/25th  

October. Please do consider donating to this worthwhile cause. For a 
list of suitable items please see the noticeboard at St. John’s or email 

Eve.  
 

CANON LIAM’S 90TH BIRTHDAY MASS 
Unfortunately, Canon Liam is unable to travel to Trowbridge, but in 

conjunction with St. Peters, it has been agreed with Fr Richard to say 
a special Mass on the day of his birthday, here at St John’s on Monday 

26th October 2026 at 11.30am. It is hoped to be able to stream this 
live, concluding with an appropriate rendition of Happy Birthday. 

Please do put it in your diary and come along to celebrate with him if 
you can 
 

LECTIO DIVINA- ST THOMAS MORE  

This will next be happening on Monday 26th October from 10.15am- 
11am. If you have a Sunday Missal please bring this with you. All 

welcome. 
 

ROSARY- ST THOMAS MORE 
The Rosary will be said after Wednesday Mass during the month of 

October. All are welcome 
 

ROSARY- ST. JOHN’S 
Everyone is welcome to join us every Sunday in the Parish Centre to 

pray the rosary from 09.45am. We also pray the Healing Rosary for 
the Family in the church Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, all 

welcome.  
 

TIME OF PRAYER AT ST. BERNADETTE’S 
This is being paused until the work in the Church has been completed. 

In the meantime, the Rosary will be prayed together before Mass on 
the last Thursday of the month. This will start at 9:30am on Thursday 

29th October.  
 

FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND APPEAL 
Next weekend, 31st October/1st November, Andrew Nash of Friends 

of the Holy Land, will visit our parishes and speak about the work of 
the Friends and the difference it makes to the Christian population in 

Palestine, Israel, and Jordan.  There will be a retiring collection and he 
will bring some leaflets/newsletters about the work of FHL. For more 

information, please visit www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk  
 

NOVEMBER LIST  
Envelopes for the November List are available in all of the churches. 

Please place the names of deceased relatives and friends for whom you 
wish to pray in the envelopes and place them in the basket provided. 

These names will be remembered at Masses during the month of 
November. 
 

ALL SOULS DAY – 2nd NOV  

Monday 2nd November is All Souls Day. There will be a morning Mass 
at St John’s at 9am 
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 8th NOV  

The 10.30am Mass on 8th November will be celebrated as a Mass for 
the Dead of the Two World Wars and subsequent conflicts, and will 

begin with an Act of Remembrance. 
 

 

UK PRAYS PILGRIM STATUE OF OUR LADY OF 
FATIMA 

From last weekend, 17th October, until the start of January 2027 the 
UK Prays pilgrim statue will be with our parishes. You are warmly 

invited to sign up on the sheet in the porch or via Sinead 
(haywoodsmv@yahoo.co.uk 07903 120266) to welcome Mother 

Mary into your home for a week and give her a place of honour. We 
would love to coordinate with Westbury and Bradford-on-Avon too. 
 

CARPETS ST. JOHN’S 

Now we are seeing more wet weather we would like to remind 
everyone that the carpet in the entrance lobby at St. John’s is one big 

doormat. Please do use this to wipe your shoes off before entering 
the Church. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE IN AID OF 

RENOVATION FUNDS 
One of our talented parishioners, Robby, has again painted three 

beautiful original artworks for this Christmas which we have turned 
into cards. They will be for sale from next week so please do consider 

buying these for your Christmas cards this year.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2027 REGISTRATION 
Our next First Holy Communion and First Confession preparation 

programme will start on 21st January and run on certain Thursday 
evenings at St. John’s Parish Centre until June (dates will be given to 

parents upon registration). If your child has been Baptised and is in 
school year 3 and above you can enrol them by filling in the online 

form: First Holy Communion Registration 2027 Alternatively, the form 
can be found on the parish website. Deadline for registration is Friday 

1st January 2027. There will be no registrations past this date. 
 

CONFIRMATION 2027 ENROLMENT 
Our next Confirmation preparation programme will start on the 13th 

April 2026 and run every Tuesday evening at St. John’s Parish Centre 
for 7 weeks (not including half term). If your child is in school year 9 or 

above and has taken their First Holy Communion you can enrol them 
by filling in the online form (Please note a copy of your child’s Baptism 

Certificate needs to be emailed/given to Eve along with the registration 
form in order for your child to be allocated a place on the programme): 

Confirmation 2027 enrolment form Alternatively, the form can be 
found on the parish website. Deadline for registration is 12th February 
2027. No registrations will be taken after this date. 
 

REMAINING NAMED TILES 
There are still a number of named  tiles remaining. They will be available 

in the Parish Centre until the end of October so if you would like yours 
please do come and collect it. 
 

TOWN PRAYERS- WESTBURY 

Town prayers will be at St. Bernadette’s every Tuesday during 
October from 2.30pm – 3pm. All are welcome.  
 

UK PRAYS-THIS SUNDAY 

The next public rosary will be at the War Memorial in the Park in 
Trowbridge this Sunday 25th October at 4.30pm. All welcome. 
 

PARISH DATABASE REMINDER 

For those who are new to either of our parishes or who have yet to 
do so, please do register for the parish database. It is Fr Richard’s only 

way to have your phone number or email if he needs to contact you. 
Please call Eve if you need help with this. Please use this link 

https://stjohnstbernadettestthomasmore.churchsuite.com/embed/add
ressbook/form  
 

PARISH GIVING 

There are many ways you can give a donation 
to Parish Funds: with a monthly standing order, 

by using the Dona Card Reader in the Church 
Porch at St. John’s, by a cash donation during 

the collections, or by using this QR Code. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
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